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BRODEURBITS 
[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ramblings 

from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, some pro-

found, others mundane; all hopefully of interest and import, 

aimed at communicating and informing.]  

[Critical Cuts and Budget Bruises, Scholars and Dollars, Solar 

Push and Compactor Pull]  

 

Just prior to the start of the new year, on December 29,  Gover-

nor Dannel Malloy and Office of Policy and Management 

[OPM] Secretary Ben Barnes announced $50 million in cuts in 

municipal aid to cities and towns.  The cuts reflect a $20 mil-

lion reduction in education funding and a $10 million cut in 

Local Capital Improvement Program [LoCIP] funding.  For 

Eastford these mid-year cuts in State aid will result in an addi-

tional loss of $10, 247 in Education Cost Sharing grant monies.  

That brings our ECS total for the current fiscal year to 

continued on next page 

February, 2017 Calendar 

1    Nahaco Commission, Woodstock T.H., 7pm 

      Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7pm 

      Adult Basketball, EES, 7 pm 

2    Duck (not groundhog) Day, Ivy Glenn, 7:30am 

3    Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

4    LoCIP Committee, TOB, 9am 

      Take Your Child to Library Day, Lib., 9am-1pm 

      AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

6    School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm 

      BOS, TOB, 7pm 

7    Youth Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 

      Conservation Commission, TOB, 7pm 

8    Recreation Commission, TOB, 1:30pm 

      Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 

      Adult Basketball, EES, 7 pm 

9    BOE, EES, 7pm 

10  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

11  Cupcake Wars, Congreg. Church, 2pm 

      AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

13  Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

14  Youth Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 

      Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm 

15  Communicator Deadline 

      Adult Basketball, EES, 7 pm 

16  Home Energy Solutions Workshop, TOB, 7pm 

17  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

18  AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm  

20  Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

      Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm 

21  Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm 

22  Union Society Meet/Exhibit, TOB, 1:30pm 

      Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 

      Adult Basketball, EES, 7 pm 

23  Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm 

      Library Board, Library, 7pm 

24  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

25  AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

27  Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

      American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm 

28  Transfer Station Committee, TOB, 1pm 

      Youth Basketball, EES, 6:30pm 

Thank you to our advertisers & donors! 

The Communicator APPRECIATES  

& NEEDS your donations!! 

Donors & businesses 

 who advertise make it possible for us to provide 

 local news & information free every month 

 to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Buy Local! Our advertisers offer  

products & services for your every need, 

including gifts & gift certificates. 

Dine In - Take Out - Catering 

PYO Fruit - Pet Care - Lumber & Hardware 

Tax & Legal Services - Health Care 

Real Estate & Home Services 

Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more! 

Thank you to recent donors: 

Lauren Anderson 

Larry Baldelli 

Mary Beth Gorke-Felice 

Carolyn Hazard 

Mary Parker 

Deb & Ken Richards 

Nancy B. Samuelson 

Gerald Sazama 

Ruth & Ralph Yulo 

Carol Davidge 

In Memory of Howard Budd 

Memorial Donations are Gratefully 

Accepted & Acknowledged 

You are keeping the Communicator alive! 

Please send donations to: 

Eastford Communicator 

P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 

Of Special Note 

Food Pantry needs Food, Cash 

Duck Day, Feb. 2, Ivy Glenn, 7:30am 

Take YourChild to Library, Feb. 4, 9am-1pm 

Youth Basketball, EES, Tuesdays, 6:30pm 

Adult Basketball, EES, Wednesdays, 7pm 

Home Energy Workshop, Feb. 16, TOB, 7pm 

THE LIBRARY HAS PASSES TO MUSEUMS 

Eastford Historical Society gives match for donors 

Environment Lecture, April 21, TOB, 7:30pm 

Nahaco Volunteer Day, April 22, 9am-2pm 

Experience Eastford, July 15 
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$1,091,881, a .9 percent cut.  Given that our total ECS funding 

for the prior fiscal year was $1,115,561, the total ECS cut we 

have suffered is $23,680. We can take solace, I suppose, in that 

unlike Greenwich with its 90.5 percent loss of ECS funding, our 

percentage loss was less than one percent.  But, a cut is a cut and 

we have lost nearly $25,000 in school funding.  Moreover, we 

face an uncertain outlook as to ECS funding in the future given 

the Governor’s plan to study the ECS funding formula and make 

adjustments to it.  As to LoCIP, there is good news and bad 

news.  OPM has frozen distribution of this year’s LoCIP reim-

bursements and new project authorization requests received after 

December 22, 2016 will not be approved.  However, Eastford’s 

request was submitted prior to the cutoff date and we have, in 

fact, received our LoCIP monies for this fiscal year in the 

amount of $22, 303.  However, along with many other munici-

palities, we will  not be receiving any LoCIP funding in the next 

fiscal year.  Still to be determined is whether any cuts are made 

to other sources of State revenue such as the so-called “Pequot 

Funds”, municipal project monies, and Town Aid Roads.  All in 

all, it makes the development of Town Government and Board of 

Education budgets for Fiscal Year 2017-2018, a process which is 

underway, more complicated and more difficult.  The Board of 

Selectmen begin their weekly budget work sessions on February 

22, having received all budget submissions, working toward de-

velopment of a Fiscal 2017-2018 budget to be presented at the 

May 8 Budget Hearing and at the Budget Town Meeting on May 

22.  

    The Town has applied for a State Historic Restoration Fund 

grant to rehabilitate the 1806 exterior East and South walls of the 

Town-owned Union Society of Phoenixville House, located at 

the junction of Routes 44 and 198.  The application requests 

$7,000 in grant funds to be matched by $7,000 in Town funds 

accrued by the Union Society Committee through its various 

fund-raising endeavors.  The Town plans to use a previously 

awarded Small Town Economic Assistance [STEAP] grant of 

$100,000 as a basis for rehabilitating the entire building in the 

future but planning is just getting underway.  Meanwhile, the 

historic 1806 walls are decaying and an Historic Restoration 

grant award would assist by rehabilitating the walls and helping 

move efforts forward toward making the entire building usable.  

The overall objective is to provide critically-needed meeting 

space for Town committees, commissions, organizations and 

groups.  

    The Board of Selectmen, meeting in regular session on Mon-

day, January 9, 2017, empowered the Board of Education to 

modify the Town of Eastford General Scholarship Fund and to 

establish the companion Town of Eastford General Scholarship 

Non-Endowed Fund within the Community Foundation of East-

ern Connecticut consistent with parameters set forth defining the 

Funds, the fund-raising for the Funds, and the selection of schol-

arship recipients benefitting from the Funds.  The action comes 

as a result of considerable and comprehensive work on the part 

of the Board of Education’s School Scholarship Committee, 

chaired by Board member Stephen Sokoloski, toward strength-

ening the School scholarship effort and process and enabling 

increased donations and, therefore, more scholarship aid to 

Eastford students. 

    The State legislative session has begun and our new State 

Representative, Pat Boyd, is in place.  Pat and I have met to dis-

cuss how he can help the Town of Eastford legislatively.  I an-

ticipate a cordial and constructive relationship between the 

Town and Representative Boyd.  He has been appointed to serve 

on the Public Safety & Security Committee, the Veterans Af-

fairs Committee, and as Vice-Chair of the Committee on Chil-

dren.  His Legislative Assistant is Mary Quinn and they are lo-

cated in Room 4005 of the Legislative Office Building at 860-

240-8585 or by e-mail at Pat.Boyd@cga.ct.gov. 

    Troop D of the Connecticut State Police has a new Com-

mander; he is Lieutenant John Ceruti.  During December, the 

State Police issued eight traffic citations in Eastford as well as 

ten written warnings; there were two accidents. In November, 16 

traffic citations and 13 written warnings were issued; there were 

three accidents. 

    Calendar Items:  The Town’s Memorial Day Observance will 

mailto:Pat.Boyd@cga.ct.gov
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       There will also be a Bulb Swap (5-7:00pm) prior to the HES 

workshop.  Bring up to 5 incandescent and/or CFL bulbs to swap 

for up to 5 FREE 10W LED bulbs (replace 60W incandescent, 

screw-in type bulbs). 

      The bulb swap is sponsored by the Eastford Clean Energy 

Task Force and a grant from the CT Green Bank. 

     Thank you for making Eastford a cleaner community. 

EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC.                     

By Jeannine Spink, President 

 

The EIFC extends condolences to the family and friends of 

Mickey Whittenburg who joined in 1967. 

    The company responded to 19 emergencies during the month 

of December. We responded to emergencies 196 times during 

2016 by comparison to 157 times during 2015. As requirements 

to be a firefighter and member of the rescue squad intensify, so 

does the number of responses increase. 

    EIFC membership consists of 11 Emergency Medical Re-

sponders (EMR), 5 Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT), 2 

Fire Police and 1 Firefighter. Of the 16 EMR/EMT’s, 14 are 

cross-trained to Firefighter I/II level. 

   The breakdown of 2016 “911” calls is as follows: 

      Medicals:     92   

      Vehicle Accidents/Fire:   30 

      Stand-bys/Internal Alarms:                28 

      No transport/lift assists:   19   

      Grass/Brush Fires/Wires/Trees:                 15 

      Structure/ ChimneyFires:   12 

      Mutual Aid to Bungay Fire Brigade:         33 

      Mutual Aid to Pomfret  FD:                         4 

      Mutual Aid to Ashford FD:                          2 

      Mutual Aid to Chaplin FD:                          1    

      Hospital Transports to: 

         Day Kimball Hospital:     63 

        Windham Community Hospital:               25 

    Thank you to the following fire departments that responded to 

the Town of Eastford to assist in 2016: 

      Bungay Fire Brigade:                                 17 

      Pomfret FD:                                                 6 

      Ashford FD:                                   4   

      Chaplin FD:                                      4 

 

IS YOUR HOME SAFE? 

With winter storms, chimney fires, carbon monoxide poisonings 

and generator mis-use, emergencies are on the rise.  One of the 

most frequent fire emergencies is the disposal of ashes from fire-

places and woodstoves.  Ashes must be disposed of in a metal 

pail. Do not use boxes or plastic containers. Once filled, place 

outdoors far away from structures or leaves that can ignite. Ash-

es can smolder for days. 

    Carbon monoxide poisoning, the “Silent Killer”, can kill you. 

Improper heating is often the source. CO is odorless, colorless 

and tasteless. Symptoms are similar to flu:  headache, fatigue, 

shortness of breath, nausea and dizziness. 

    Follow manufacturer’s instructions when installing and using 

a generator. Allow generator to cool before refueling. Store gas-

oline outside the living area. Ensure fumes do not enter living 

areas. Keep children away from generators. Parts are hot and can 

result in burns. 

 

THE EIFC WISHES ALL A SAFE AND HEALTHY 2017 

be on Monday May 29, 2017 and Heritage Day will be July 15. 

    On January 9, the Board of Selectmen accepted the resigna-

tion of long-time Nahaco Park Commission Eastford member 

Denis Day from the Commission.  The Board did so with regret 

and with gratitude for Denis’ dedicated service to Nahaco and to 

the Town.  His service has gone far beyond the norm and has 

been characterized by extensive extra-curricular involvement at 

the Park and through in-kind donations to enhance both its ap-

pearance and operation.  For example, he recently donated the 

wood used by Boy Scout Jacob Belanger in his rehabilitation of 

Park picnic tables. [Kudos and applause as well go out to Jacob 

for that endeavor.]  In related action, the Board appointed David 

Barlow as a Regular Eastford Member of the Commission for a 

term ending June 30, 2018 to fill the vacancy created by the Day 

resignation. 

    The Board of Selectmen has reappointed Thomas Latham as 

Town Finance Director for a one-year term ending December 

31, 2017. 

    The Eastford/Willington Solarize Connecticut program 

during which the towns engaged with Earthlight Technologies to 

encourage and effect solar installation and financing, has ended.  

In Eastford there were 52 initial interest contacts, 25 site visits, 

15 contracts presented of which ten were not feasible, Four con-

tracts were signed. [In Willington, six contracts were signed].   

    The Town’s new self-contained Transfer Station compactor is 

proving to have been a worthwhile investment with fewer costly 

“pulls” and more tonnage.  Normally a container had to be 

“pulled” and emptied every two or three weeks; now we are 

pulling every four weeks, cutting our transport costs.  Current 

average tonnage is 4.15 tons as compared to some 3 to 3.5 tons 

previously. 

Eastford Clean Energy Task Force 

Home Energy Solutions (HES): 

A Way to Save Energy and Money Too! 
Thursday, Feb. 17-Eastford Town Office Building 

Bulb Swap (6:30-7pm) & Workshop (7-8:30pm) 

The Eastford Clean Energy Task Force has teamed up with the 

town of Ashford and Eversource to bring you Home Energy So-

lutions (HES), an EnergizeCT program to save you money and 

cut your energy bills.  For a co-payment of $124, a certified and 

insured contractor will visit your home to evaluate your energy 

use and make on-the-spot improvements that lower your energy 

bills. You’ll also receive incentives to do even more.  The fee may 

be waived for income-eligible residents.   

 

During the visit, the average household receives about $1,000 of 

products and services:  

 Long-lasting, energy-saving light bulbs 

 Hot water-saving measures 

 Air sealing to get rid of drafts and make your home more 

comfortable 

 Safety tests on your heating equipment 

 A report on your energy usage and ways you can save more 

Rebates, incentives, and financing options to make energy im-

provements more affordable 

     Following the presentations by our chosen vendors, Lantern 

Energy and Access Energy, you will have an opportunity to talk 

with the vendors at their displays. 
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EES Report - “Giving” 

By Karen Bergin, School Social Worker, Eastford Elementary 

School 

 

As adults, we can easily recognize the joy we experience in giv-

ing. Whether we are meeting the need of a family member or 

friend, spending extra time with someone, or delighting a child 

with an unexpected surprise (think chocolate chip cookies or a 

their favorite meal!), the thought of that moment continues to 

give us a feeling of warmth and goodness long after the event. 

    The opportunity to give is important for our children, too. 

When I asked one of our little preschool students about his 

weekend (before the holidays), he was delighted to tell me that 

he and his sister had shopped for a boy and girl who had no gifts 

under their tree. He knew – at three years old – that it was some-

thing important! In fact, research indicates that children are nat-

urally altruistic and that the joy of helping others is an inherent 

part of human nature. (Hamlin, J. Kiley.) The act of giving is 

something long-remembered. 

    Research also suggests that overindulgence may dampen chil-

dren’s ability to savor everyday joys. When children shared 

their holiday experiences with me upon our return to school, 

they talked more about visits and special activities and delicious 

meals than about the gifts they had received. Our children bene-

fit from opportunities to give! 

    The power of giving was amazing in the Eastford Community 

again this year. Families and children celebrated with delicious 

food and thoughtful gifts from our friends at Eastford Baptist 

Church, Woodstock Volunteer Fire Department, The Eastford 

Food Pantry, as well as anonymous donors. The need was great-

er this year and we were able to offer support to more families, 

especially with food.  

    Your generosity is astounding and was deeply appreciated. 

We try to help children learn the importance of thinking of oth-

ers by modeling kindness and respect every day. That message 

was reinforced powerfully by your actions. 

    Thank you for your care and concern for our children and 

families at Eastford Elementary School.  

February 20, 2017 

Report of the Union Society Building Committee 

by Carol Davidge, Chair 

 

The 1806 Union Society Building is located at the junction of 

Routes 198 and 44. It is listed on the National and State Registers 

of Historic Places and is one of only two Union Society buildings 

still standing in Connecticut.  It was one of the earliest places in 

Connecticut where gatherings welcomed everyone regardless of 

spiritual belief, ethnic heritage, gender or age. For almost 200 

years, people came together there for Sunday activities where chil-

dren could learn to read, fundraisers for the fire company, holiday 

parties, croquet, indoor and outdoor games, flea markets, pot-luck 

suppers and other gatherings. The Town of Eastford purchased the 

building in 2002. 

    The USBC advises Town officials and holds fundraisers to help 

rehabilitate this important building so it can serve as a public 

meeting place. We appreciate non-furniture donations for tag sales 

and our annual auction at Experience Eastford. We thank Louise 

Rickard for her donation of Cabbage Patch Dolls and antique Eng-

lish etchings. All donations and proceeds from fundraisers go to 

the Town of Eastford for improving the building.  

    In January, the Town applied to the CT Department of Econom-

ic and Community Development for a grant to repair the exterior 

south and east walls. We thank Art Brodeur and the Board of Se-

lectmen, State Senator Tony Guglielmo, State Representative Pat 

Boyd, the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, and Histori-

an Bruce Clouette for their support for this application. 

    We also thank First Selectman Art Brodeur and the Board of 

Selectmen, State Senator Tony Guglielmo and former State Repre-

sentative Mike Alberts who contacted the Office of Policy and 

Management to request that an existing $100,000 STEAP grant be 

allocated to overall rehabilitation of the building, which has been 

approved and will help immensely to move the project forward. In 

the past, grants have been received from the State Historic Preser-

vation Office of DECD for the roof, The Last Green Valley for 

assessment and repairing the foundation, Connecticut Trust for 

Historic Preservation for Historic Preservation for research and 

architectural plans, along with donations from numerous business-

es and individuals. 

    Folks who have shared information about activities at the Union 

Society include Mary Jezierski, Bill Anderson,  Lauren Anderson, 

Janet Bellamy, Dorothy Bressette, Helen Piecyzk, Beth and Mark 

Sheldon, Marian Slye, Carolyn Tanajes, Linda Torgeson, Barbara 

Urban and others. We would appreciate hearing from anyone with 

memorabelia or memories of the Union Society. An exhibit is dis-

played on the fourth Wednesday of the month from 1:30 to 

3:30pm. 

    Donations and Legacy Memorials. Donations are needed 

to move the project forward. The STEAP grant of $100,000 

is a new basis for future improvements, but more is needed. For 

donations of $100 or more, a memorial plaque will 

acknowledge the donor and list the names of individuals being 

honored. The plaque contains names of corporate, foundation 

and private donors. It is displayed at major events and will be 

mounted in the entry to the building. All proceeds from fund-

raisers go to the Town of Eastford for the building.  If you 

would like to make a financial donation, please make your 

checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in 

the memo line), and mail to Union Society Fund, Town of 

Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For information, E-

mail: carol.davidge@snet.net with “Union Society” in the sub-

ject line. 
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 Report of Eastford Board of Education 

by Linda Loretz 

 

At its January meeting, the Eastford Board of Education re-

ceived the superintendent’s budget for 2017-18. The Board of 

Education made some adjustments in the budget for the upcom-

ing fiscal year and will make additional adjustments at the Janu-

ary 31 Budget meeting and the February 9 Board of Education 

meeting. The final budget will be sent to the Board of Selectmen 

in the middle of February. Budget documents can be found 

online. 

    The Eastford Board of Education revised policies related to 

Social Media, Fund-raising, Prohibition against Smoking, and 

Prohibition on Staff Recommendation of Psychotropic Drug 

Use. It also had the first reading of new policies related to Use 

of Private Technology Devices by Students, Sudden Cardiac 

Arrest Awareness for Intramural and Interscholastic Athletics, 

Facilities and Building Use, Student Privacy, Possession Of 

Deadly Weapons Or Firearms and Student Use Of The District's 

Computer Systems And Internet Safety. All Board of Education 

policies can be found on the school’s website. 

    The Board of Education approved the use of a new science 

textbook, which is actually an online “Techbook.” More infor-

mation about this Discovery Education Science Techbook for 

NGSS can be found on the Discovery Education website (http://

www.discoveryeducation.com). 

    The Board also approved the establishment of a non-endowed 

scholarship. This will allow for new scholarship opportunities. 

More information will be included in a future issue of the Com-

municator. 

    If you are interested in applying for one of the already estab-

lished Eastford scholarships, please check the Eastford School 

website for the link to the Community Foundation of Eastern 

Connecticut’s online application. It will be available at the be-

ginning of February.   

Ethel Cushing Gardner Music Scholarship 

Ethel Cushing Gardner, a former Eastford resident, left money 

to the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving to be distributed 

annually to one or more students who reside in the town of 

Eastford, who in the opinion of an appointed committee shall 

have musical talent and a serious purpose with respect to the 

study of music. If you are a young person who is serious about 

the study of music and would like to apply for music scholar-

ship to augment your studies, please check the website (http://

www.eastfordct.org) for a scholarship application. Please note 

that the deadline for submitting scholarship applications is Feb-

ruary 7, 2017. 

Library News  

By:  Susan Shead 

  

      The library would like to welcome new Library Board mem-

ber Aubrey Hines.  

      Take your child to the library day will be held on Saturday 

February 4, 2016.  Come down to the library on that day and get 

your child a library card.  Children who can write their name 

legibly can get a library card.  

     New recent DVD’s to us at the library include Interview with 

a vampire, Hancock, He’s just not that into you, The Proposal, 

Harlem Nights, Freedom land, Rugrats go wild, Team Snoopy, 

Caillou, and Brother Bear. We also have some new books on CD 

including Under the Tuscan Sun by Frances Mayes, The Old 

man and the sea by Ernest Hemingway, The house of sand and 

fog by Andre Dubus, One for the money, Two for the dough and 

Three to get deadly by Janet Evanovitch. 

      There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, 

Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and 

free admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American 

Art, The Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State 

House.  We also have coupons for 20% off admission to the 

Connecticut Science Center.  

Please note: 

The Eastford Public Library will be closed on Monday Feb-

ruary 20th in honor of Presidents’ Day. 

The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, 

Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

 

Notice of Levy and Sale of Real Estate 

By Christine Hustus, Tax Collector 

 

The tax collector of the Town of Eastford has levied upon the 

real estate identified below and slated them for public auction to 

satisfy delinquent taxes and/or other charges owed by its record 

owners for these properties. 

265 Old Colony Road 

86 County Road 

6 Ashford Road 

74 Hartford Turnpike 

    The auction will take place on Tuesday, March 21, 2017 at 10 

am at the Eastford Town Office Building, 16 Westford Road, 

Eastford, CT. 

    For additional information regarding the tax sale properties 

and procedures please visit www.cttaxsales.com. 

Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 
 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com
http://www.discoveryeducation.com
http://www.eastfordct.org
http://www.eastfordct.org
http://www.cttaxsales.com/
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 to make “Lost” posters) 

-Crates for containment of each pet, toys, scoop-able litter, extra 

leash, toys and chew toys 

    For more information on sheltering preparedness for your pet 

go to: www.ready.gov/animals 

Pets are not sheltered in the same rooms as people but might be 

a building close by or on a lower level of the same building. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

    In preparation of the finalization of plans for this regional 

shelter, all towns involved will need to support the shelter by 

providing volunteers.  If you would like to attend a training by 

the American Red Cross to lean basic sheltering to help at the 

shelter, or to add your name to a list of volunteers willing to help 

at the warming center, please contact the First Selectman’s of-

fice, 860-974-0133 and leave your name, telephone number and 

email address and you will be contacted with more information. 

 

How to Learn if Shelters are Open: 

    To find out if a shelter or warming center is opening,  listen on 

your battery operated radio to: WINY- 1350 AM, WILI- 98.3 

FM, or on your computer go to: www.winyradio.com, WINY on 

Facebook, and www.eastfordct.org. 

      News You Can Use 

      Emergency Management/Emergency Shelters 

      By Deb Richards, EMD 

 

First Selectman Art Brodeur and I recently attended a meeting 

with the CEO’s and EMD’s from Pomfret, Woodstock, Brook-

lyn and Eastford as well as the regional directors of the Ameri-

can Red Cross, Representative Pat Boyd, DEMHS Region 4 

Coordinator Mike Caplet and officials from the Pomfret School 

to discuss and support the idea of a multijurisdictional shelter 

located at the Pomfret School. This shelter would open in the 

case of a severe weather event and prolonged power outages 

effecting a majority of residents in our towns. The shelter will 

provide overnight housing as well as showers and meals ( # 

TBD) and an area for pet owners to bring their pets for shelter-

ing.  Also during a major weather event/power outage, if there 

are volunteers available, Eastford will also open the lower level 

of the TOB as a warming/charging center and to hand out 

MRE’s (Meals Ready to Eat) and/or water as appropriate. 

  

With all shelter situations, families should bring “GO! 

Bags” with all their personal items. You can  prepare for a 

temporary stay in a shelter. In many ways, it’s like preparing 

for a camping trip. You need to have a small “shelter kit” pre-

pared in advance. Always remember to bring personal identifi-

cation to a shelter and mark all items with your name(s) or sup-

plies for your pet with the pet’s name. 

 

Suggestions for what to have in your “GO! Bag”: 
-The shelter will provide a cot, but you may bring your own. 

-Bedding as well as pillows. 

-Medications 

-A towel and small versions of favorite toiletries, brush/comb, 

toothbrush, etc. 

-If you have special dietary needs or follow a certain diet 

(gluten-free, sugar free, Kosher, etc), you need to bring your 

own food. The shelter may not be able to accommodate your 

specific dietary needs. 

-Pack a small security container to keep your wallet, meds, etc.                                                     

-Paperback books, cards, puzzles, or toys for the kids to pass 

the time.  

-Invest in an extra phone and tablet chargers, an extension cord, 

and a multi-plug adapter.                                                          -

Change of clothes and sturdy shoes  

-Pack earplugs and an eye-shade if you have difficulty sleeping. 

    An evacuation shelter is not like going to a fine hotel.  The 

basic necessities will be provided.  It is a place to keep you and 

your family warm, provide a place to sleep for the night and 

food during an emergency. For more information on what to 

bring with you go to www.redcross.org or www.ready.gov for 

information on emergency supplies. 

If you plan to bring your pet, bring these supplies as well:  

-3-7 days’ worth of canned (pop-top) or dry food  

-Disposable cat litter trays (aluminum roasting pans are perfect)  

-Kitty litter or paper toweling 

-Pet feeding dishes and water bowls 

-Extra collar with ID tags or harness (for cats as well as dogs) 

and  an extra leash 

-Photocopies and/or USB of medical records 

-A waterproof container with a two-week supply of any medi-

cine your pet requires  

-Recent photos of your pets (in case you are separated and need 

Eastford Food Pantry 

By Karen and Steve Broderick 

 

   Someone once said that whatever we possess becomes of dou-

ble value when we share it with others.  The difference your sup-

port has made to our Food Pantry is extraordinary. 

     Beginning with the Eastford School’s Annual Food Drive in 

early November, our cabinets were replenished.  We thank Melis-

sa Lessard and her 8th grade class for coordinating this drive and 

helping to deliver these items to our cabinets. A month later, Bow-

en’s Garage helped through their annual food drive for us. Thanks 

to our town’s Secret Santa who has helped a family in need for at 

least as long as we’ve run the Food Pantry and to the Michael 

Sullivan family who adopted a family this holiday season provid-

ing them with gifts to make their holiday brighter. We also thank 

Patricia Lagasse and the Ashford Business Donation who collect-

ed toys at the July Car Cruise night in Ashford for children in 

Ashford, Eastford and Willington. 

    Financial donations are critical to the work we do and allow 

us purchase essential items that are missing from our pan-

try. Thank you to Gail Scranton, Carol & Louis Molnar, Carl & 

Kathy Winkler, Donna & Gregory Weisenberger, Kathe & Robert 

Gable, David & Frances Buchholz, Martha Clark, the Eastford 

Democratic Town Committee, Allan & Joyce Hernberg, Stephen 

Prinn, the Andert family, Paul & Cecila Vaida, Susan Burns, 

Melissa & Bob Vincent, the Putnam Lodge 46 AF&AM, Rukstela 

Charter Services, Michael & Mary Ellen Ellsworth, and Dorothy 

Davis & Betsy Salo for their generous cash donations.  

    We also want to thank the following for their donations of food 

items donated to the pantry – Allan & Joyce Hernberg, Eastford 

Baptist Teen Club, Steve & Janet Bouchard, Alternative Enrich-

ment Bel-Spa, Marcia & Dennis Day, and Rob Eubanks. We also 

want to thank the several anonymous donors who have brought 

food and/or checks to the town hall. It is very much appreciat-

ed.      

    Reminder: Eastford residents in need who would like to 

avail themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential 

call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618, or contact the 

First Selectman’s Office.  

http://www.winyradio.com
http://www.eastfordct.org
http://thesurvivalmom.com/10059/
http://www.redcross.org
http://www.ready.gov


7 

BUY ONE GET ONE -  one lesson - GRATIS  

 

DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

Adult 

Pick-up 

BasketBall 

 Wednesday Nights 
 7 – 9 pm At Eastford School Gym 
 Bring both white and dark shirts  
Email Mike for more info mbilica@gmail.com  

Eastford Readiness Council 

AKA Eastford’s Preschool Program 

Jennifer Barlow 

 

Attention Parents/Guardians of children born in 2013 and 

2014.  The Readiness Council will be making decisions con-

cerning the 2017-2018 preschool program at the February 6th 

meeting. We would like the input of the families that may 

want to be a part of this program.  If you have not already 

received a survey in the mail we invite you to complete a 

short survey that will help the Readiness Council in their deci-

sion.  The survey can be downloaded from the school website 

at www.eastfordct.org/NeedsAssessmentSurvey. Look under 

‘related files’ at the bottom of the page to locate the docu-

ment. If you do not have access to a computer please contact 

the school (860-974-1130) and we will mail one to you. 

Please complete and return the survey as soon as possible but 

no later than January 31st.  If you have any questions please 

feel free to contact the school.  The Readiness Council meet-

ing is February 6th at 6:00 PM at the school.  Please join us; 

we would love to hear from you. 

Update 

The Readiness program will be having a Friendship Fun activ-

ity on February 7 from 10:30-11:30. There will be Valentine 

day themed activities and crafts. If you have a child 2-4 years 

old who would be interested in joining the current class please 

call the school and let them know you will be there so we can 

plan for the correct numbers. There will also be story time at 

the public library on February 23 open to the same ages. The 

Program hopes to offer a Positive Parenting program open to 

all families in March. Ruth Freeman will be presenting infor-

mation to support families in reducing parent-child conflict. 

Registration for next year’s preschool class is currently being 

accepted. For more information on the program please look on

-line at the Program’s handbook or by contacting the Head 

Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the 

Readiness Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbar-

low@eastfordct.org  

Mark your calendar! 

January 31: Needs Assessment Survey Due   

February 6: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary 

School Teacher’s Lounge) 

February 7: Friendship Fun Activity 10:30-11:30 (Eastford Ele-

mentary School) 

March 6: Readiness Council Meeting 6:00 (Eastford Elementary 

School Teacher’s Lounge 

 

Get Involved - Experience Eastford 2017 

By Terry Cote, Chair 

A meeting will be held at 10 am on Wednesday, February 15th at 

the Town Office to start planning the 2017 Experience Eastford 

event. Coffee and baked goods will be available. All citizens are 

welcome to join in and to provide input on activities you would 

like to see as part of Experience Eastford. Please come to the 

meeting with your ideas, or email your ideas to Terry Cote at Se-

lectmen@townofeastford.com . 

 

http://www.eastfordct.org/NeedsAssessmentSurvey
mailto:ckopplin@eastfordct.org
mailto:jbarlow@eastfordct.org
mailto:jbarlow@eastfordct.org
mailto:Selectmen@townofeastford.com
mailto:Selectmen@townofeastford.com
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From the Principal 

By Heather Tamsin 

 

This month, a guidance counselor from Woodstock Academy 

will meet with eighth graders to discuss registration for ninth 

grade courses. The Eastford Board of Education recognizes 

Woodstock Academy as Eastford's designated high school. The 

Board’s policy allows students who are accepted to Ellis Tech, 

ACT (Arts at the Capitol Theater Magnet High School) or Kill-

ingly Vo-Ag to attend those high schools at no cost to families. 

Parents may request that the Board of Education pay tuition at 

another public high school, but in order to be considered, this 

request must be in writing to the Superintendent. 

    We are accepting registrations for preschool and kindergarten 

for the 2017-18 school year. Registration forms may be found 

on the school’s website (http://www.eastfordct.org/registration). 

Please contact the school office if you need further information. 

Preschool Registration 
If your child was born in 2013 or 2014, and you are interested in 

having him/her participate in Eastford's preschool during the 

2017-2018 school year, please complete a registration form. We 

cannot guarantee that there will be a spot for new registrants, but 

the Readiness Council, which oversees this program, would like 

to plan for the upcoming school year. Registration forms are 

available in the school office and on our website 

(www.eastfordct.org/PreschoolRegistration) Please submit one 

as soon as possible! For you registration to be complete for con-

sideration, you must provide the registration form, affidavit of 

residency, long form birth certificate and income verification 

documents. 

    In addition to the forms required for registration, the Readi-

ness Council would be very grateful if parents of children born 

in 2013 or 2014 would fill out a Needs Assessment Form. The 

data collected from parents, even those who choose not to send 

their children to preschool, are important to the Readiness Coun-

cil. The Needs Assessment Form was mailed to families and can 

be found on the website under ‘Related Files’ at 

www.eastfordct.org/NeedsAssessmentSurvey. If you or some-

body else has not received a Needs Assessment form in the mail, 

please call the school office (860-974-1130). 

Kindergarten Registration 
There is a registration form available in the school office and 

online for kindergarten (www.eastfordct.org/registration). Chil-

dren, who were born in 2012 or earlier, are eligible for kinder-

garten during the 2017-2018 school year. We will accept regis-

tration forms at any time. Students who are attending Eastford 

Elementary School's preschool do NOT have to re-register. 

 

Nahaco Park Update  

Nahaco Park Update The Nahaco Park Commission has been 

very busy over the course of the last few months. Continuing their 

efforts to create a safe and enjoyable park for all citizens of 

Eastford and Woodstock to use. Through the efforts of a local 

Boy Scout, fourteen new picnic tables have been assembled for 

park goers to enjoy. Brush has been trimmed and unsafe trees 

have been removed to improve site lines throughout the property. 

Those spending time at the park can now enjoy a beautiful view 

of Crystal Pond while they relax near the dining hall. Other pro-

jects that have been approved, are the installation of a Frisbee 

disc golf course throughout the wooded area. This along with a 

future sand volleyball court will provide added recreational op-

portunities for the young and old, as well as more options for the 

Crystal Pond day campers. Efforts are also underway to improve 

and increase parking near the dining room building to allow easi-

er access to the building and swim area for rentals. Planning 

ahead, the Nahaco Park Commission Volunteer day will take 

place on Saturday April 22, beginning at 9am. For those interest-

ed in renting the park, either for a wedding, birthday or other spe-

cial occasion please visit either town’s website or send an email 

to: Brian Griffin at nahacoparkreservations@gmail.com . More 

news next month.  

Yours Truly,  

Chris Mayhew, Nahaco Park Commission Chairman  
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860- 

MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras                       429-1932 

The Eastford Communicator 

 
ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 

Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, 
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder  

Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  
(& more!) 

www.attorneypalulis.com 
michele@attorneypalulis.com 

158 Main St.., Suite #2 
Putnam, CT 06260 

(860) 928-9928 

Hi, I’m Scramble the duck. I pre-

dict the weather on Groundhog 

Day. I call it Duck Day. You can 

come to Duck Day on February 2, 

2017 at 7:30 AM. I’ll be looking 

for my shadow for winter or 

spring (shadow for winter and 

none for spring). See you soon!!!J 

EASTFORD’S OWN WEATHER PREDIC-

TOR! 

SCRAMBLE THE  
SUPREME 

The chief prognosticator, predictor extraordi-

naire  

Will predict which will come to pass: 

Early spring? 

Or six more weeks of winter? 

At the Ivy Glenn Memorial 

179 Rt. 198, Eastford 

February 2, 7:30 A.M. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

    

A New Perspective from the Pacific 
By: State Senator Tony Guglielmo 

  

Last month I had the privilege of participating in the Na-

vy’s Distinguished Visitor Embark Program in San Diego, 

California. This program brings guests aboard an aircraft 

carrier, hosted by Commander and Naval Air Forces. As a 

Distinguished Visitor I was able to get a rare first-hand 

look at life aboard an aircraft carrier and witness the pride 

and professionalism of our young men and women who 

serve our country at sea.  

Editor’s Note: To read Senator Guglielmo’s wonderful ex-

periences,  go to: 

http://ctsenaterepublicans.com/2017/01/a-new-perspective-

from-the-pacific/#.WIDIJE2Qzq4  

 

http://ctsenaterepublicans.com/2017/01/a-new-perspective-from-the-pacific/#.WIDIJE2Qzq4
http://ctsenaterepublicans.com/2017/01/a-new-perspective-from-the-pacific/#.WIDIJE2Qzq4
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CUPCAKE 

      WARS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2017 

  (Snow date: Sunday, February 12) 

TIME: 2:00 – 4:00 PM 

LOCATION: CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EASTFORD 

THIS IS A FREE COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENT! 

~~ OPEN TO ALL AGES ~~ 

Two categories will be judged (may enter one or both 
categories):   
 Recipe (taste, smell, texture, etc.) 
 Display (presentation, creativity of decoration, etc.) 

JUDGES WILL BE EASTFORD COMMUNITY AND 
BUSINESS LEADERS 

Contest Rules: 
1. Must submit three (3) cupcakes at start of event. 
2. Must include list of ingredients. 
3. Only one (1) entry per category per contestant. 
4. Awards given to the top three (3) cupcakes in each 

category. 
5. Entry forms must be submitted to the Congregational 

Church of Eastford office by Saturday, February 4, 
2017. 

A. See entry form for submission details. 
B. Or submit entry on-line at 

www.cceastford.org/events. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND!! 

For information: Contact the Congregational Church of 
Eastford at 860.974.0294 or office@cceastford.com 

8 Church Rd, Eastford, CT 

Decorate your 
own cupcake ta-
ble for kids! (and 

adults!) FUN!

FREE 

         Phone 

        Email 

        Text (be sure to include cell phone # 

 

CT Foster & Adoptive Parents Needed 

By Jeff Brown, Kinship Specialist 

CT Dept. of Children & Families 

 

Do you want to help a child?  Do you enjoy a positive 

challenge that is very rewarding?  Have you ever had the 

interest in being a foster or adoptive parent?  Every child 

deserves a home, every child deserves a hero.  For more 

information about becoming a foster or adoptive parent 

please call 1-888-KID-HERO, or e-

mail: CTfosteradopt.com or kidHero@cafap.com.   

Recreation Commission News 

By Valerie Katkaveck, Chair 

 

The Rec Commission would like to extend an invitation to 

join our group. We could do so much more in this town 

with your help. Please join us if you want to help out in any 

activity or start up a new one. Chair position, Secretary, 

and member positions all need to be filled. For information, 

contact Valerie, E-mail: valkat@charter.net.  

    Youth basketball starts up on February 7th at the EES 

Gym at 6:30 pm.--download a registration form from the 

town website. Adult Pick up Basketball continues to grow 

on Wednesday nights at 7 pm, also at EES Gym.  Please 

bring both white and dark shirts.  

    Thank You, 

Name:____________________________________________ 
Phone:____________________________________________ 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
Best way to 
Contact you:        
 

 

Pleas check each category you are entering: 

       RECIPE  (smell, texture, taste, ect.) 

       DISPLAY (presentation, creativity of decoration, ect.) 

 

mailto:kidHero@cafap.com
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ATTENTION 
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
Deb Yazo: 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
 
Eastford Communicator Volunteers 
Executive Editor  Carol Davidge 
Composition/Layout Deb Yazo 
News Collection  Deb Yazo 
Volunteers  Ruth Yulo 
   Tom French 
   Megan Calchera 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include sub-
mitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items 
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves 
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are 
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Com-
municator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as 
offensive or slanderous. 

Dear Readers: 

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator. 
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs. 
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local 
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need 
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can, 
please send a donation. Thank you! 

 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   

 

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator  
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 
 

THANK YOU! 

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 

For Businesses and Individuals 

 

12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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